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Milan, Italy, 3rd.November 1926 


Be te aN ee Wick bb HS Qe 
President of the American Numismatic Society 
156 th Street 
West of Broadway 
NEW YORK Cuerey 


SSS SSS SSS SSS SS SSS 
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The writer is a member of the Societa Italiana di 
Numismatica,who,during his travels through the Countries of 
the Red Sea,has been able to form a fairly well known and 
important collection of coins of the Kingdom of Axum in 
Abyssinia and its possessions in sauth west Arabiasninety 
one specimen in gold,silver and copper. 

He has also studied a long time this still obscure 
but very interesting part of ancient numismatic, and is now 
collecting the material,as accurately as possible, for a pu= 
blication on same. 

He should therefore be glad to know whether there 
are Axumite coins in the principal American Museums and,in 
the affirmative,to heceive news on the specimens viz.a sum® 
marial description with the.indication of the metals and 
weights,so as to see whether there are also new types or 
noxminatives.But the simple existence of some of the types 
which are similar to the little number already published is 
still of interest to him, 


I deem that you will be good enough to send me these 


informations, for which I thank you so much in anticipation 


remaining 


very truly yours 


NET 65. 


Raa. ARTURO ANZANI 
VIA SEBETO N., 1 
MILANO (17) 


eee Mh esate 


Milan, 7 th. December 1926 


EDWARD T, NEWELL ESQ, 
President of the American Numismatic Society 
Broadway and One hundred and fifty-six Street 


NE W he Re 


Dear Sir, 


T am in receipt of your kind reply of Nov. 2# th. 
and thank you very much for all its contents. 

My work is going on very well and will turn out a 
tentative corpus of the Axumite series,as I have already 
collected the casts of all the specimens of the great Buro= 
pean collections and am awaiting still more that I could 
trace out lately.! hope to be ready for publication within 
next January. I shall be glad then to send you a copy and, 


if it may interest you ,to send also casts of specimens in 


my collection. 
I should be very grateful if you could send me, 


in addition to descriptions,weights and rubbings,the casts 


of your pieces,as some of them may be necessary to be re= 
produced on the plates.And,when possible, some news on their 


‘spot of finding. 


With regard to the Hymiarite coins,they do not fall 


into the scope of my study,but they have always interested me 


also.! possess six silver pieces: one Amdan Bayyin, similar to 
BMG P1,XI N? 11 and five Amdan Bayyin Yanaf, similar to BMC 


PI.XI NN? 8,with varieties in style,all found at Hodeidah in 


1907 and coming from the region of Sanaa. 

I did not hear about the finding of the large hoard 
you are mentioning,and am sorry that I am unable to give you the 
details you wish about it.My friend, Mr.Caprotti, who lived over 
twenty years,as sole European, at Sanaa, is dead since a few 
years. 

BDlease accept my best thanks and kindest regards, 
while I remainyour much obliged and very truly 


A jf fi ; 
if 4 om 
pA tam — Pr; 


Mr. Arturo Anzani, — 
Via Sebeto N.12, ~ LS ae . 
Milan (17) Italy, a 


Dear Sir: -— . sSotee 


letter with the requeat “that we. send you. ie 


what coins hi might have bere of the alae of 


8 vieces, 4 belonging to yr. “Newell and 
the Society. These are of gold and the # 
exch gard. We know of no- aes Axumite ¢ 
country. 


pieces, the si chth piece having been gad: 
this photorraph was made. But the eight 
oresented an the casts sent. You. = a am 


So far ve Spark done very. little in wou 
Please vardon the delay in not sending | ese 
but certain unavoidabbe matters came up that 
us from being quicker » | ee ee 
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Raa. ARTURO ANZANI 


VIA SEBETO N. 1 
MILANO (17) 
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Milan,Italy, January 29 th, 1929 


Mr. HOWLAND WOOD »Curato 
of the AMERICAN } LUMTSMATTC SOCHETY 
Broadway between 155th.and 156th, Streets 


¥ 
NEW nO shock 
OF 8 OR Set Se Sy Se Sey de es tev oy oo oe Om te Oe oe ow oe 


Dear Sir, 

i received a few days age your kind letter of the 
7th. inst.and now the parcel with the nice casts has reached 
me : I thank you and Mr. Newell so much for all Ghars.. 

Mr. Newell?s Axumite coins and those of the Am. Num. Soe, 
are very interesting ,especially the B one (Ella Gabaz)of which 
Only another similar specimen :- but somewhat broader and not as 
fine as yours,also never properly published -- is known up to now, 
having been found during the Adulis search in 1907,There are too 
very few Ezanas of the heathen time(Mr.Newell’s C and D)and few 
Beese Aanapheon ( H) and Ousag ( FP ). Comparatively numerows are 
the Esbael or Esbana coins ( 4, Bihan, Gos 

T would place them all in this aie al 
Ezanas :~ Beese Aanapheon ~ Esbael ~ Ousas -- E tla 

It would greatly interest me to know, if pos een place 
where they come from:C.D.and B are of Abyssinian mint >; the others 
from a S,W.Arabian (Yemen)during the Axumite domination there, at 
least they come generally from that region. 

By sample post I am -sending for your Society 28 casts of the 
Principat types of Axumite Coins in my collection, which are progres* 


Sively numbered according to my chronological class ification, 
x 3 | 


IT hope that they may interest your Members.The full description 
will be included in my “corpus”of the Axumite Coinage in the "Rivi= 


sta Italiana di Numismatica”, next number, that you shall receive 


as soon as it will be issued, viz.in a month or two, 


Renewing my heartily thanks for your kindnesses,I beg you 


to accept for Mr.Newell and yourself my best regards 


Very truly yours and much obliged 


; J , 
ie A 


fi 
A 


February 18, 1927) 


ir. Arturo Anzani, 
Milano, Italy 


Pear Sir: \ 


Your letter came the other day and the casts of 
Axumite came today. Both Ur. Newell sand mvself were v< 
interested in lookine thess over anid we arpreciate very 
vour gendine these on. aoe 


T am very much obliged for the various notes con: 
in vour letter. “he coin "H" you have attributed to Reese 
Apnatheon. I 4o not check up the Jetterine so as to mal 
name. At the vresent moment I only have Sno Littmann's ft 
fore me. tpnfortunstely, ve have not the finding slace of 
the coins we vosse33. “DY was toueht in Athena, "C", "6", 
"Fy" in Paris, "E™ in Philadel ohia,™A" came in. a lot of 
coins mostiy nicked un in India. "EB" and "H" came from i 


I trust the coins we sent you arrived in time 
if vou wished you ponte nave, included them in your "¢ 
Foth Kr. Newel] and I were wondering if you have any du 
You know just what we have and if you have any to apare, 
without dovbt, desire to vurchsse seme. We sre also int 
in al} Mohammedan coins. Ye are somevhst weak in thos 
thot have come from Arabia and the Yemen. Ye have he 
ful collection of Omdurman of the Mahdi and Kahalifa. 
of Farar and the earlier coins of Menelik or his pred 


I am writine you this 33 possibly you ay 
coins thet we micht eare to nurchsse. 


Arain thanking you, I remain 


ART pes eas or sate 
bs ebm gas i rt cas 


Raa, ARTURO ANZANI . 
Via SEBETO N, 1 


MILANO (17) Milan, March 8 th, 1927 


ee 


Mie ec O Wah ow Ny D OO 
THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


Broadway between 155 th. and 156 th. Streets 
New York. 


» Curator 


Dear Sir, 


T amin receipt of your favor of the 18 th. February ulto, A 
and thank you very much for the kind details contained in it. 

Hawing already noted an identity between your casts F.and G, 
and the Ousas & Bsbael coins Pl.3 N@ 123 . 124 of the Collection F.M. 
catalogue,!l suppose that you bought them at the Boudin-Ciani auction 
in Paris on 25 th.Ocotober 1920, 

With regard to the H.,coin,Beese Anaapheon,the reading is 
from links to right starting at the middle point links (IX o’ clock, 
on the watch quadrant), but the single letters are returned and tha 
last three rather deformed : + JIT + IANF+ AAPL TIWS 

Bic cAn aaph teon— 
Such arrangements are somewhat frequent with this period of the Axu= 
mite Series,and have caused much incertitude up to now. 

My work is just going to press,as I was delayed by the co* 
ming in of new material every possible way having been followed for 
tracing it out,so as to give the more approximate numbers of specimen 
wnown for any type and an idea on theiz relative rarity. 

In 1915 I regarded a number of my Axumite coins,that I posses* 
sed at the time,as duplicates, and was induced to cede them to the Paris 
Cabinet and the British Museum, for change or graciously. More experien™ 
ced in the matter,1 am chnvineed now that most of those pieces were 
really no proper duplicates and that generally in the Axumite Series 


svery specimen has its importance for the collection and numismatic 
a collection 


research. Moreover, as it would be a pity to disperse such 
ispose entirely with it,and with less regret 
itutionas your Society or a4 first class Museum. 
d you come to the idea of purchasing the whole, 
the illustration of almost every of my rod Pha 


the indications regarding the few which 
exact 


as mine,l would rather d 
through awale to an Ins 
Therefore, shoul 


% 


” ety 
you may ‘see on my corpus 
lection’s specimen and note 


eproduced on the plates.iIn this way you will have an 


are not ré ; : 
ue and eventually dend me ‘some 


impression on its importance and val 
® e 


proposition. 


y” 
oft d 
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Thanking you again for your kindnesses,please accept my kindest 


regards with Mr. Newell. I remain,dear Sirs, 
Very sincerely yours 


Lae 7 


Raa. ARTURO ANZANI 


VIA SEBETO N. 1 


aes . 
Milan, Noveubae 1 st, 1927 


MILANO (17) 


re Mr, HOWLAND WOOD 
Curator of the Amebican Numismatic Socisty 
Broadway, between 155 th, and 156 th, Streets 


Dear Sir, 


Referring ta my letter of the Sth,March ulto, you may have 
wondered about my further long silence: the fact is that my meno* 
graphy and "corpus” of the AXUMITE COINS has taken such a long time 
to be printed,and that the "Rivista italiaha di Numismatica”is just 
now issusdsnay you will receive my extract before it, 

With this extract”Numismatica Axumita” I have forwarded to:y 
you an additional copy of the plates, On it I did underline in blue 
Mr,Neweli’s pisces, iin black the Am,Num,Society”s and in red those 
of my own collection, You will note that your specimen were well rex 
produced from the brown casts,for that reason having resulted with 
more markedness than generally others less coloured and specially than 
the whits ones as my Owns 

Fron the ."corpus”you will have an exact idea of my collection 
and becable to verifychow many are the unique pieces and the impertant 
varieties or specimen exceptionally rare, On the plates, /5 coins out 
of the total of 93 are illustrated,The non -~ illustrated on the pla= 
tes,but mentioned on the text, are: 5 AB anonimous Ezanas ig AR Mby- 
gs ; 1 AE Ruanias(?); 4 AB anonimows “Kaleb ; 3 AB Armah ; 3 AH Hataz 
TI : 1 ABR Wazena,which are generally bad preserved ,but not to be 


s 
wholly despised, teh : i 
ease Met von’ ; 
In addition, during the long period of the printing,+ cou. 
get other six coins for my collection, which I shall publicate and 


: a” ~ oe 4 ~ 
reproduce in a supplement to the”corpus” ‘in ‘some next Issue of the 
Pp : : 
W. 


ivi . i i ismatica, togeths ith whet may come out 
Rivista Italiana di Numismatica, togetner 


osition +0 contribute 


2 


. > Fag ” = « 
meanwhils,and hope that you might be in a Pp 
« *“, q oe P. a £ 29S5 
ry ale acanisiltilons or acqualiatanc . 
Pe ad aay i i citver, different between 
My six new coins are: Two unique siiver, aiil x 
nee i 5 Se ene | ge anon 
them and both uniogue,of the pagan king OUSANAS I; two bron fe 
fare of fe confus WAT) ; coigT) @ 4yoe. 208 eithand tae : 
mous7bganasy &@ Very fine bronze 104 

ARMAH (type 260-270), . i 

Awaiting your kind news, . remain, dear Sir, with best reg 

very truly yours : 


lee ame 


18th November, 1927 


Rag. APturo Anzani, ; 6 ase 
Via Sebsto N. il, : Speen 
Milan (17), Italy : 


Dear Sir: 


Ve yesterday received your ‘forpus' (for it is « 
that) of Axumite coins. I have not had a ahance te more 
at the plates and casually lovk through the book, but I can se 
once that you nave produced a wonderful work and should certai 
be congratulated on it. As I said, I have not had a chance to 
study.it in any way, but it appears to me to be a most schoj 
produttien representing years af patient jahor and scholarshi 
I should aigo judge that you have left no stone unturned in 
ing every bit of available material. I have felt all eiong, — 
ever since your first letter to us, that you thoroughly ech? ag 
your subject; in fact, better than any one else. 


In conclusion, I should also pehaerntotake you on ie 
illustrations. Ve Bheteotaie tne difficulties in Begs Hehe tat * : 
coins coming Prom so many different sources. 


With my warmest congratulations, 058 to thank you most 
sincerely. : 


Very truly ye 


ot : Ze, 
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august 19, 1930 
; : 5 NE S aphe 
. eee | ~’ a i! % 
. ¥ ¢ rT. Bi ¥ ; 
Arturo Angani, Esq. “ 
via San Protaso 3 ~ , ' 
Milano, Italy ; O Fee 
A ' \ i i ~ 
~ ; : 
Dear Sir: “ 


‘ 


\ Plens se accept my thanks for your kindness in ooating 2 me 
the supplement to ‘you valued work on the coins of Anca 4B 
Q STORIA D'ETIOPIA, Since receiv ing the first portion we have ais- ie 
covered no additions $0 the material sent you. at that times You: ore 
to be congratulated om the final result which Pag for many yeors 
rank as ‘the aiethor sy of last slsioaapii on ‘questions relating to mie 
coinage. _ apa i hei ey. 

With assurances of my personal regard, I beg to subseribe : 


‘ / Very sincerely yours, 
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December 30, 1931. 
4 


tr. Arthur Anzani 

9 Rue d@ ja Mutalite 
Courbevole, (Seine) 
Francés 

Dear Sir: 

I was very glad to hear from you 
and IY wish to econgretulete you on acquiring 
so meny Axwnaite coins. Since we last wrote 
you, we have not acquired any new specimens; 
in fact, I do not think any have come to 
this country. As I now have your present 
address, in case anything shovid come up, I 
certainly will drop you a line. 


Very truly yours, 


W: JG Curator 
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ARTHUR ANZANI 
9, Rue dela: Matualité, 9 
~ COURBEVOIE (Semg) 


HAMPAGNE. 


ay 


hice Ray 
sak ae Bo? ye 


ckhaus sur le Morronvilliers. ; 
Stronghold on the Moronvilliers, — LL. 


